
The Park and its Friends 

                   THE FRIENDS OF 

Rowntree Park, York, has something for 
everyone, with walks, views, play-areas, a 
wood, a stream and a field. It’s also a fantastic 
venue for events of all sizes. This year, there’s 
been music, fun and excitement for thousands 
at the Peace Festival and Birthday Party, as 
well as dozens of smaller family get-togethers.  

The Park is kept looking great by a professional 
workforce, the public face of this workforce 

being the park-keepers and Rowntree Park’s 
dedicated Ranger, from the council’s Parks and 
Open Spaces section. However, they rely on 
the advice, energy and initiatives of the Friends 
of Rowntree Park. The Friends support the 
Park by discussing future developments with 
the Council, for example suggesting new ideas 
for activities or facilities, and by running their 
own family-friendly activities.  

The Friends in action, 2011 

In 2011, the Friends have been very active;   

We published our book ‘A Walk in the Park’  

We worked with the Park Rangers to apply 
for a grant to make a wildlife pond - and 
were successful in our bid. 

We started making the wildlife pond, 
involving both Friends and volunteers from 
the local office of Aviva 

We circulated six Friends’ newsletters and 
frequent posts to our Facebook page. 

We worked closely with council staff, 
discussing aspects such as bio-diversity, 
community involvement at the new café, as 
well as day-to-day maintenance issues. 

We ran stalls and displays, including at the 
Rowntree Society’s Open Day at Penn 
House and Rowntree Park’s 90th Birthday 
Party in July. 

We continued 
our popular 
Very Young 
Friends’ 
meetings. 

A YEAR IN THE PARK 

Communicate with council and users 

Represent users’ views 

Suggest new developments 

Support the full and diverse use of the park 

Encourage bio-diversity within the park 

DECEMBER 2011 

The work of the Friends 



A Year in the Park 

Any surplus funds are used to purchase items 

which enhance the Park. Recently these have 
included the mosaic project and new paths by 
the stream. 

Membership is £5 a year, per household 

(from January 2012) 

Check our website www.rowntreepark.org.uk 

For more information, contact the Membership 
Secretary:          

Naomi Whittaker                         
104 Bishopthorpe Road, YORK  YO23 1JX                            
Tel. 01904 635278 
membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

Your chance to shape what goes on in your Park 

You’ll be kept up to date with six newsletters a 

year, as well as ‘A Year in the Park’  

Get email alerts when Park events are 

announced  

Be first to hear about exciting new activities and 

events - including Very Young Friends’ meetings 

Help influence the Friends’ work; your ideas are 

welcome, contact the Chair, Mike Heyworth 
info@rowntreepark.org.uk 

Find out about opportunities to help your local 

environment, with practical seasonal tasks 

Join the Friends! 

We’re particularly pleased with our 
conservation work in 2011. Nine ParkActive 
sessions were organised with the Park 
Rangers, clearing persistent weeds like 
Himalayan balsam and thistles, as well as 
topping up the woodchip paths along the 
stream. Clearing the balsam has given the 
native plants a chance to get re-established, 
giving wildlife a chance to flourish. 

Continuing with this theme, we were thrilled to 
receive a £2000 grant from the Two Ridings 
Community Foundation to pay for materials to  
create a new wildlife habitat - a pond in 
Butcher Terrace Field. In the spring, this will 
be planted up with native plants, including 
tansy for our local endangered species, the 
tansy beetle. 

‘A Walk in the Park’, our new book about the 
history of the park, was launched in June, 
covering its creation and opening in 1921 
through to the current day. Sales have been 
good, especially amongst all those who have 
such happy memories of being the park, and 
copies are still available through the website. 

The Very Young Friends of Rowntree Park had 
some fabulous themes for their monthly lunch-
time meetings, such as ‘a trip to the ocean’, 
‘sunshine’ and ‘meeting Jack Frost’, all of 
which saw our smallest adventurers exploring 
all areas of the park and learning about nature, 
through games, crafts and songs. 

Progress this year 
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