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THE FRIENDS OF

What’s been happening?
In 2017, the Friends of Rowntree Park said
farewell to Dave, the park keeper who worked as
a gardener for the council for many years, and
who lived in the ’lodge’ above the café. We wish
him well in his retirement, but we do miss having
a resident gardening presence in the park.

hedges are kept tidy, and the bins are
emptied, by a roving group of ‘General
Operatives’, there are now no gardening
staff dedicated to the park.
With this in mind, the Friends began to take
on more maintenance responsibilities within
the Park. If we want to continue to see colour
and interest in the borders, it’s down to us to
make sure it happens.

As you are aware the council cuts are having a
significant impact across the city, including the
city’s green spaces. Although the lawns and

The Friends’ plans for 2017-18


Increase volunteer gardener numbers
to help maintain the park



Ensure that the wildlife within the
park is well looked after



Find more ‘art in the park’
opportunities



Keep communicating!



More regular activities for children
within the park



Continued deterrence of geese
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The Friends of Rowntree Park are
made up of volunteers and
supporters who aim to promote the
well-being of the Park. They work
to support increased and diverse
uses of the park, by all sections of
the community.
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Volunteer gardening

Herb planters at the cafe

We have recently secured
funds from York council (via
CVS) for a project to increase
volunteer numbers, purchase
some plants and tools and
create some new features.
The Friends are working with
YUMI (York Unifying
Multicultural Initiatives) and
other groups to look after the
main borders (in the centre of
the park), and the two small
gardens on either side of the main
borders. One of the small gardens
will be a sensory garden, and the

other will be a goose-free, picnicfriendly space.
The regular gardening group have
met 27 times this year and now
have a core group of about 8
volunteers helping with this task.
This work would not be possible
without these volunteers and we
are thankful to all of them.
If you could spare a few hours a
month, please do get in touch with
Rosemary (gardening co-ordinator)
rosiebbentley2000@yahoo.co.uk /
07708 345087

Very Young Friends
Activities for 0-5 year olds continue,
with monthly meetings, on the first
Thursday of the month. Additional
activities for the Very Young Friends
and their slightly-older siblings have
been run in school holidays including an
Easter Egg Hunt, art/craft activities and
bulb planting. Search for Very Young
Friends of Rowntree Park on Facebook
for more details or contact Christine on
chpotter9@hotmail.com / 07718 209472

Little people in the park

No birthday party—why?

Birthday Party July 2016

With regret, the Rowntree Park
Birthday Party was cancelled
this year. Thousands of people
attended last year’s party,
which meant we had to plan for
the same numbers again.
Unfortunately, we were unable
to find enough volunteers or
the required funding for
additional toilet facilities and

security. Thanks to Christina
Nichols for organising the
Birthday Parties over the past
few years. If there is an
individual or group of people
wishing to take on the task for
2018, please do get in touch
on info@rowntreepark.org.uk
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Play area update
The Friends of Rowntree Park successfully bid
for funding to inject some new play equipment
into the park. The Friends undertook a
consultation with 305 local people which
highlighted a need for more imaginative play
opportunities. The consultation results,
together with £37,000 of funding is now out for
tender. Further public consultation pending
once potential designs have been received.
The skate park is being renovated, using funds
from a legacy left to the city for youth
provision.

Wheeee!

The geese
We are currently trialing a new geese
deterrent within the park, with the
support of York council and local
councillors. This humane method
appears to be having some impact of
time the geese are spending in the park
and ultimately reducing the goose poo.
We will continue to trial new ideas, in a
bid to reduce the numbers of geese
within the park, and we continue our
educational theme of ‘Be Nice to Birds!’

Our educational postcards

Artist in the Park
In 2017 the Friends commissioned Gerard
Hobson, a local artist, to design the ‘King of the
Bird’ trail within the park. The trail has been a
great success, although it has experienced
some vandalism during the summer. Along with
the Friends, Gerard hosted art workshops for
24 children in the summer, and two art
workshops for adults will take place soon.

Children’s art work, produced in the
workshops run by Gerard Hobson
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Other Friends’ activities
There have been several other
Friends’ activities this year including a
plant sale, clothes swaps, duck food
sales, buying and stocking bird
feeders, wreath-making workshop,
getting funds for railings to create a
‘goose free area’ and providing
financial support to the ‘brilliant birds’
yarnbombing installation.
Late summer evening in the park

The park needs you!
The Friends are always looking for individuals or groups of people willing to spare some time
to support our work. Whether you can spare some time to do gardening, organise the park
Party or have some other ideas, we would love you to get in touch.

Join the Friends!
The Friends aim to support the Park and
its users, and your membership fees go
towards this work.
Membership remains at £5 per
household, per year. Contact Emma
Morris, 78 Bishopthorpe Road,
YORK,YO23 1JS or ask for bank
transfer details, by emailing
membership@rowntreepark.org.uk.
Once you have paid your fee, your
membership card(s) will be left at the
cafe, for you to pick up; the Friends’
10% discount on food and drink at the

Reading Cafe continues into 2017-18.
Lots of you have paid and not picked up
yet, so don’t forget! NB a special offer
price of 10 years’ membership for
only £40.
The Friends aim to keep the ‘What’s
On’ listing on rowntreepark.org.uk upto-date, as far as possible. If you want
to publicise an event which is due to
take place in the Park, please contact
us, using Facebook, Twitter, our
website or by emailing
info@rowntreepark.org.uk.

