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T 
he Park had a superb autumn, with 

glorious leaf colours and many sunny 

days. The children (and some adults) are 

now looking eagerly forward to the first 

snow-fall, to complete the year’s experiences, with 

a taste of winter wonderland. We look back, with 

this newsletter and our annual round up ‘A Year in 

the Park.’ 

 

New wildlife pond 

The new wildlife pond, funded by a grant from 

Two Ridings Community Foundation, has been 

created in Butcher Terrace Field, as part of the 

Friends’ work to improve the wildlife habitats of 

the park. The Friends, and Rachel the Park Ranger, 

were enthusiastically assisted by a group from 

Aviva, enjoying a team-building day out of the 

office. Their contribution was marked with an 

article in the Press. Many thanks to all who 

helped, including Richard the digger driver and 

Calverts Carpets who kindly supplied old carpets 

for lining the pond - very snug! 

 Currently the pond looks tidy, if a little bare, 

and so over the next few months, we’ll be planting 

up the area and making it as attractive as possible 

for wildlife, including the tansy beetles. We will 

also be developing leaflets and posters for the 

pond. As this is a new feature, we should point out 

that parents should supervise their children 

carefully when near the pond, as with all the other 

open water in the park. 

 This area was used for dumping before it 

became part of the park and many glass bottles 

and other debris dating from the mid 20th century 

were found during this work. One of the most 

curious finds was a fragment of a hymn book. 

Many of the bottles are from local firms, such as 

Fletcher’s Tiger Sauce. The best examples of 

bottles and jars will be washed, researched and 

used for display purposes, hopefully in the new 

park café. A few are shown on the Friends’ 

Facebook page. 

 
Next Friends’ meeting  

18th January 2012                               

Clementhorpe Community Centre, 7.30pm 

All welcome 

Very Young Friends 

Need a present? Why not buy a copy of 

‘A Walk in the Park’? 

Our book about the history of the park makes 

an ideal present for all your friends and family 

who have happy memories of the park. The 

book is available from the Pig and Pastry café 

on Bishopthorpe Road or the Little Apple book 

shop on High Petergate.  The special Friends’ 

price of £10 is still available via Naomi (see 

contact details), but otherwise copies are £12 

each - plus postage and packing if needed. 

http://www.rowntreepark.org.uk/


Sport and activity  

There are plans to revive the City of York tennis 

tournament next year (usually held in Rowntree 

Park), and the organiser is looking for help in 

running it. If you can help, contact Phil Langley 

07787 989299. 

Park management 

As mentioned previously, the park café closed this 

autumn to be taken over by the council’s library 

service, as an ‘Explore Gateway’. Dave Meigh 

(Parks and Open Spaces, CYC) says: “The plans for 

the building include: 

·       Refurbishment of existing cafe, maintaining the 

arts and crafts feel  

·       Improved accessibility 

·       Wi-Fi for cafe and adjacent areas of the park 

·       New external entrance to the toilets to create 

greater flexibility when the large room is in use 

·       Self-service library with book stock 

·       Free public-access PCs 

·       Adult education classes    

We’re working to firm up the details and costs and 

to secure funding. The Friends will continue to be 

involved in discussions about these developments.” 

   If there are immediate concerns or questions 

about the management of the Park, please contact 

the Parks and Open Spaces department directly 

(553392). For queries about events, contact Liz 

Topi (554253). For longer-term issues, bring 

your thoughts to a Friends’ meeting or contact 

Mike who, as the Chair, can raise issues at one of 

our regular meetings with the Council. If you 

have an event in the Park you’d like to advertise, 

contact Naomi or the park rangers (see below), 

who can arrange to put notices up, post 

information on Facebook etc. 

 

Photo competition 
 

We would like to run the photo competition 

again next year, but Naomi (having done it for 

several years) would like to hand over the 

arrangements to a new person or team. If you can 

help, contact Naomi (contacts below). 

 

Membership 

At the AGM in October, it was decided to 

increase the subscription to £5 per household per 

annum, from January 1st 2012. Until then, 

memberships are available for the 2011 price of 

£4 per household, including if you wish to pay 

for longer periods eg £40 for 10 years - a 

bargain, and you wouldn’t have to remember to 

pay up every year! For ordinary or gift 

membership, please contact Naomi.  
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Mike Heyworth (Chair) 

16 Norfolk Street, York YO23 1JY 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

 

Naomi Whittaker (Membership & Treasurer) 

104 Bishopthorpe Road, York YO23 1JX 

Tel: 01904 635278 

Email membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

 

Lara McClure (Very Young Friends) 

Tel: 01904 644238 

Email veryyoungfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Park Rangers 

Rachel Simpson 07584 205240  

Jenny Cairns 0783 343 6832  

Clair Merrifield 0776 996 3127  

Tel: 01904 553393 

Email: rachel.simpson@york.gov.uk                       

Jennifer.cairns@york.gov.uk 

clair.merrifield@york.gov.uk 

Happy Christmas! 

From the committee of 

The Friends of 

Rowntree Park 

Tuesday 20 December 10.30am - 12noon 
A Rotting, Recycled Christmas! 
Find out about reducing what we waste at 
Christmas and make some recycled and 
compostable decorations for your tree or home. 
Contact Rachel Simpson (see below) 

Contacts for the Friends of Rowntree Park 
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