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T 
he Park is very busy over the next few 

months, as you can see from our listings 

below. We’re particularly looking forward 

to the Birthday Party, our annual summer 

‘fair’, on the 17th of July; this is a chance to see the 

park at its busiest as well as meeting the Friends at 

our stall and maybe buying a copy of our new book! 

For members of the Friends, there will be a free 

‘Summer in the Park’ kids activity pack - come to the 

stall to claim yours! 

 Later in the summer, the current Park Rangers, 

Jenny and Clair, have some new activities for kids: 

mammal trapping and kite making, as well as some 

old favourites like model boat building. 

 The Friends of Rowntree Park represent the 

interests of all park users; come to our next meeting 

to express your views on the Park and its future. 

 

 ‘A Walk in the Park’ book 

This colourful and characterful book about Rowntree 

Park has no less than 141 pages, with memories from 

85 people, and many fascinating and funny pictures 

from the last 90 years. Chris and John Dowell have 

worked to make it a balanced story that includes 

recent memories as well as those from the past. Cost 

£10 per book to members of the Friends and £12 to 

non-members. Copies can be purchased from Naomi 

Whittaker (contacts below). She will have copies for 

sale at our next meeting (22nd June) and at the 

Birthday Party on the 17th July, or you can collect 

copies from her at home (email or ring to check 

someone is in, though most evenings are OK). 

Postage and packing £2, if required. 

Very Young Friends 

Lara McClure says: We meet on the first 

Tuesday of each month at 12:30 at the pavilion. 

There are themed trails through the woods to 

our picnic grounds, where we have songs,  

stories, and craft activities. Bring your lunch! 

For under-5s and their parents/carers; older 

siblings are welcome in the school holidays. 

• 5th July - a trip to the ocean. Sail away 

with the Very Young Friends, sing some 

salty songs and watch out for pirates! 

• 2nd August - a celebration of sunshine. 

Rounding off the summer and looking 

forward to the harvest season. 

There’s a full programme of other events of all 

sorts over the next few months (see listing 

over). If you have an event in the Park you’d 

like to advertise, contact Naomi or the park 

rangers, who can arrange to put notices up. 

 

Sport and activity  

York Volleyball Club have started their Thurs-

day evening sessions again, and welcome 

players of all standards. This starts at about 6.30 

and goes on til dusk. Contact Mike Turner, 

07712 180463 www.yorkvolleyball.org.uk NB 

currently this is happening just outside Butcher 

Terrace Field, as adult Touch Rugby training 

sessions are booked into the Field itself. Contact 

Will Saville, will.saville@york.gov.uk or phone 

553440. Will says ‘Sessions are £3 and both 

men and women are welcome. Coaching covers 

the basic skills of running, ball handling and 

 
ParkAc�ve dates 

Monday June 20
th
 and July 11

th
; 1-3pm 

Come and help the park, with wildlife-

friendly conserva on ac vi es; details 

to be decided later on! Adults Only 

Next Friends’ mee�ng 

22
nd
 June 2011 

Clementhorpe Community Centre, 7.30pm 

Discussions on: park café, Birthday Party plans, park man-

agement. Copies of the Park book will be available. 

All welcome 



teamwork, but the main point is to enjoy the sport.’ 

 The tennis coach, Andy Crockett (0792 617 

2939; crockettfamily1@btinternet.com), continues his 

summer coaching sessions in the park, for children 

(Years 1 to 8) and adults (Rusty Rackets), on Monday 

evenings and Saturday mornings. 

 Two more Nordic Walking courses are running 

on Fridays, 1st July to 22nd July, one at 9.15-

10.15am and the other at 10.30-11.30am. To become 

a competent Nordic Walker you need to attend at 

least 3 out of the 4 weeks. Cost £20 for 4 weeks. 

Contact Catriona Sudlow or Fiona Barker, 01904 

553440, email catriona.sudlow@york.gov.uk                       

fiona.barker@york.gov.uk.  

Park management 

We have another few weeks to decide what we would 

like to see happen at the park café, after this year. As 

mentioned previously, the café will be taken over by 

the council’s library service, as an ‘Explore Gateway’ 

and it will have a café (like the one at the Central and 

Acomb libraries) and some library functions, but we 

have a chance now to say what else we’d like to see 

at the café; do come to the meeting on the 22nd, to 

discuss ideas, or send them to Mike. 

 Regular ParkActive sessions last year have 

made a significant impact on the Himalayan balsam 

problem – the western end of the beck is now almost 

clear of this alien invader! This gives us a great sense 

of satisfaction and allows the native plants a chance 

to get re-established. A work-place volunteer party 

will continue the good work with the Rangers next 

month, moving further down the stream for another 

blitz on the balsam. Other ParkActive tasks will be 

planned for the sessions in June and July. 

 More perennial plants have been purchased 

with £750 of York Pride (Micklegate Ward) funding. 

 The apple trees planted last year are 

looking great – they all survived the winter,         

although obviously not all of them will fruit this 

year. 

 If there are immediate concerns or 

questions about the management of the Park, 

then please contact the Parks and Open Spaces     

department directly (553392). For queries about 

events, contact Liz Topi (554253). For longer-

term issues, bring your thoughts to a Friends’ 

meeting or contact Mike who, as the Chair, can 

raise issues at one of our regular meetings with 

the Council. 

 

Treasure Trail 

Rowntree Park is the location for a new pirate-

themed trail by the Treasure Trail Company. 

The trails comprise a booklet with four pages of 

clues which take you on an easy, mile-long 

walk through the park, leading to a final        

location and a chance to win a cash price. They 

are available, priced £5, from the park café. 

Nineteen other trails are available for the       

region: http://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/york-and

-humber/things-to-do.html 

 

Membership 

Membership is £4 per annum for an individual 

or family. For ordinary or gift membership, 

please contact Naomi.  
 

 

Have a great summer! 
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What’s on in the Park? 

19th June   Prostate Cancer Run Contact: Richard Smith  smithrichard14@sky.com 

25th June-9th July  York Shakespeare Project Contact: Jeremy Muldowney  j.e.muldowney@dsl.pipex.com 

16th July   Youth Festival Contact: Carole Pugh 01904 552358 

17th July   Birthday Party Contact: Park Rangers 01904 553423 

17th July   Love’s Labour Lost Contact: Kate Stevenson 07905 467614 

23rd July   Just 30 Fair Contact: Neil Gulliver 01904 553432 

23rd July   York Big Dance/Hog Roast Contact: Liz Topi 01904 554253 

26th July  Mammals in the Park (9:30–11am), Please book, contact Clair Merrifield 07769 963127 

2nd August  Let’s fly a kite (11am–12:30pm) Please book, contact: Clair Merrifield 07769 963127 

7th August  Freeman of York Model Boat Regatta (11-4pm) 

9th August   Orienteering(10.30am-12noon) Please book, contact: Jenny Cairns 07833 436832 

 

16th August  Model Boat Building (10.30am-12noon) Please book, contact: Jenny Cairns 07833 436832 

 

21st August   MESMAC PICNIC  Contact: Simon Rogers simon.rogers@aviva.co.uk 

 

25th August  Bat night (8pm - 9.30pm), Please book, contact: Jenny Cairns 07833 436832 

 

4th September  Peace Festival  Contact: Dylan 01904 655550  

 

10th-11th September  Festival of Cycling http://www.yorkfestivalofcycling.org.uk/ 

Mike Heyworth (Chair) 

16 Norfolk Street, York YO23 1JY 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

 

Naomi Whittaker (Membership & Treasurer) 

104 Bishopthorpe Road, York YO23 1JX 

Tel: 01904 635278 

Email membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Lara McClure (Very Young Friends) 

Tel: 01904 644238 

Email veryyoungfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Cath Mortimer (ParkActive) 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email parkactive@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Park Rangers 

Jenny Cairns 0783 343 6832  

and Clair Merrifield 0776 996 3127  

Tel: 01904 553393 

Email: Jennifer.cairns@york.gov.uk 

clair.merrifield@york.gov.uk 

 

Contacts for the Friends of Rowntree Park 


