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Next Friends’ meeting 

7pm, Thursday 8th October 2015 at the Park café 

Goose Patrol training at 6.15pm 

 

We will discuss this year’s activities, and think about plans for next year. 

All welcome!! 

A 
utumn colours are shimmering 

over the park and that means it’s 

time for the Friends’ AGM, which is 

on October 8th. Everyone is welcome - 

come and tell us about your ideas for the Park, and 

for the Friends. 

Plans for 2016 

We have some plans, but we’re always looking for 

more ideas—and for help to carry them out!  

Working with the council, we are going to set up a 

Goose Patrol. Volunteers will be trained to move 

the geese off the grass areas; this should make them 

less keen to spend so much time in the Park. If you 

would like to be part of the Goose Patrol, please 

meet at the café, at 6.15pm on 8th October.  

At the same time we would like to reinforce our 

message ‘Be nice to birds’; please don’t feed the 

geese and ducks with bread - it’s not good for 

them. We have supplied the Café with small 

packets of specially-prepared duck food, which are 

offered along with an information leaflet, when 

people ask about bread to give to the ducks. We 

hope the word is getting out there, but would 

appreciate your support for this scheme.  

We also hope to set up a system for  volunteer 

gardeners, with the council. For example, we 

surveyed the flowering bulbs this spring, so now 

we know just where we can plant more bulbs this 

autumn/winter. If you’re interested in helping out 

with gardening, get in touch with Emma Morris 

(see below). 
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We planted plenty of tansy plants around the pond, 

which are flourishing (although no signs of beetles 

yet!) but there is still space for more. We recently 

met with Buglife’s Tansy Beetle Project Officer to 

discuss this, and we hope to arrange some activities 

together, in the spring. 

We are hoping to organise an activity at October 

half-term, and we’ll confirm this on Facebook. 

One of our aims for next year is to have at least one 

Friends’ activity every month; a plant sale, a 

rounders tournament and a bat walk have all been 

suggested. If you are interested in helping us 

organise these, get in touch, preferably via 

Facebook or by email info@rowntreepark.org.uk.   

2015 activities 

This year’s Birthday Party (summer fair) in the 

Park went brilliantly; many thanks to the organiser, 

Christina, and to all the volunteers for their time 

and energy. Thousands of local people attended and 

the weather was fine. The music was delightful and 

the new ‘street food’ offering was particularly 

noted. If you would like to help out with organising 

next year’s Birthday Party (likely to take place on 

July 17th), get in touch! 

Many groups use the Park as their venue, and we’re 

keen to see lots of different activities happening; 

this year we organised some free Tai Chi sessions, 

which took place in the open air (and sunshine 

every time!)  

The Very Young Friends have had their regular 

group meet-ups, with good attendance throughout 

the year. They meet on the first Thursday of the 

month, at 11.30am near the café, and they are 

continuing with a Autumnal session on Thursday 

5th November. Sessions normally comprise a walk, 

some music, some arty/crafty activity and a picnic. 

All children under 5 are welcome to come, with 

their parents/carers. 

The Friends are keen to hear from anyone who 

would like to help run the VYFRP sessions. Get in 

touch via the VYFRP Facebook page or 

info@rowntreepark.org.uk. 

Tennis court management 

All the tennis courts have been under the 

management of the tennis club this summer. Please 

do give us some feedback on how you feel this is 

working, and we will discuss it at the AGM. 

Membership 

Membership remains at £5 per household, per year. 

Contact Emma Morris 01904 626126 , or 78 

Bishopthorpe Road, YORK YO23 1JS or 

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk  

NB a special price of 10 years’ membership for 

the price of 8! 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/tansy-beetle-champions
mailto:membership@rowntreepark.org.uk

