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A harsh winter has given way to a sunny spring, 

with daffodils and fruit tree blossom looking 

lovely in the Park. We’re saying a fond farewell 

to our Park Ranger, AnneMarie Heslop, who is 

moving on to pastures new (well, back to 

teaching). She has been a fantastic person to 

work with, always enthusiastic and hard-working 

and we wish her well in the future. Her 

colleagues, Park Rangers Jenny and Clare, will 

be covering her post over the busy summer 

months, after which the situation will be 

reviewed again. 

 

Very Young Friends 
 

Lara McClure says: The Very Young Friends 

enjoyed their annual (now legendary) Easter egg 

hunt on 5
th

 April, and as well as finding 

chocolate eggs hidden under the trees were 

amazed to see a real goose egg being laid in a 

nest extremely close to the pond! 

 

Come and join us this summer, for kites, 

dragons, strawberries, sunshine and the sea!! We 

meet on the first Tuesday of each month at 12:30 

at the pavilion. There will be themed trails 

through the woods to our picnic grounds, where 

we'll have songs, stories, and craft activities. 

Bring your lunch! For under-5s and their 

parents/carers; older siblings are welcome in the 

school holidays! 

 
• 3rd May - dragons in the air! We'll fly our fab 

new dragon kite, make kites of our own and listen 

to tales of dragon lore. 

• 7th June - strawberry jam! Artworks and poetry 

inspired by that yummy fruit! 

• 5th July - a trip to the ocean. Sail away with the 

Very Young Friends, sing some salty songs and 

watch out for pirates! 

• 2nd August - a celebration of sunshine. Rounding 

off the summer and looking forward to the 

harvest season. 

 

There’s a full programme of other events of all 

sorts over the next few months (see listing over). 

If you have an event in the Park you’d like to 

advertise, contact Naomi or the park ranger, who 

can arrange to put notices up. 

 

‘A Walk in the Park’ book 
 

After months of intense preparation, Chris and 

John Dowell are pleased to announce they’ve 

gone to press with their book: 

The book describes the development of the park 

from the earliest days, through the recent 

restoration and current use, and it includes many 

people's recollections of the park and details of 

community involvement and activities. 

It includes 141 pages, 85 memories and many 

pictures. We have tried to make it a balanced 

history that includes our recent memories as well 

as the past. We expect it to be ready by mid-

May, but orders can be placed at the Friends’ 

meeting on April 27
th

, onwards. Copies will be 

sold at the Birthday Party and other summer 

events, and can be ordered via the website. Cost: 

£12 each or £10 each for members of Friends of 

Rowntree Park.  

 

Sport and activity  
 

The  Nordic Walking courses (exercise walking 

with ski poles) for over 50s have been incredibly 

popular. FRP’s Mary Minter and Lyn Kellett 

have been attending and Mary reports:  

This course lasts for an hour a week, with four 

weeks of instruction and four weeks of led 

walks, with friendly and helpful leaders.  

Although Lyn is one of the fittest and Mary one 

of the slowest, we have both benefited from the 

experience!  Rowntree Park is particularly ideal, 

both for initial lessons and then walks along the 

river. Our classes were free, funded by Fit as a 

Fiddle.  The next set of Rowntree Park classes in 

May are already fully-booked, but if you would 

like to add yourself to the waiting list, contact 

Catriona Sudlow on 01904 553440 or email 

catriona.sudlow@york.gov.uk .   

Once you have attended this training, you can 

join a Nordic Walking Group which starts from 

the park. You can also contact Catriona if you 

are interested in Tai Chi classes.  

Lyn adds: I think it’s great that the council 

supports activities like this for older people and 

also that people like Mary are the ones who 



should be particularly congratulated for having 

such a positive attitude. 

 

Tennis coach, Andy Crockett (0792 617 2939; 

crockettfamily1@btinternet.com), has started 

summer coaching sessions in the park, for 

children (Years 1 to 8) and adults (Rusty 

Rackets), on Monday evenings. 

 

Park management 
 

The council recently announced they intend to 

take over the park café as an ‘Explore Gateway’, 

that is one of their library outposts. It will house 

an Explore café (like the one at the central and 

Acomb libraries) and some library functions. 

Details are yet to be settled but we understand 

that the spaces within the café could be brought 

into use for various community-based functions, 

including Friends’ meetings, toddler groups, 

book groups etc. depending on what the 

community feels would be appropriate. This is 

our opportunity to make your wishes known, so 

please send any suggestions that you might have 

to Mike. 

 

The council has installed the new, larger, ‘Do 

Not Feed the Geese’ signs and done the 

stencilled lettering along the edge of the lakeside 

path. However, there are still many people 

feeding the birds, even though the geese are at 

their most defensive during egg-hatching season. 

The Friends will be working with the Council to 

determine the next steps, which will feature 

public education as well as deterrence. 

 

In one of our regular meetings with the council, 

the Friends raised their concerns about the 

removal of the bushes (forming a den area) at the 

back of the children’s play area; we believe that 

this type of unstructured activity area is 

particularly valued by the over 5s and their 

families, and that the Park risks becoming over-

manicured through this sort of clearance work. 

Dave Meigh (Parks and Open Spaces) 

acknowledged the issue and said that they would 

look into providing some sort of replacement. 

The bushes were removed at the request of the 

caravan park owners, who want to repair their 

fence. 

 

The all-ability swing has now been taken out of 

use because of issues over ‘compliance’; this 

piece of equipment seems fated! 

 

If there are immediate concerns or questions 

about the management of the Park, then please 

contact the Parks and Open Spaces department 

directly (553392). For queries about events, 

contact Liz Topi (554253). For longer-term 

issues, bring your thoughts to a Friends’ meeting 

or contact Mike as the Chair who can raise issues 

with the Council. 
 

John Gawthorpe 
 

We’re sad to announce the death in February of 

John Gawthorpe. John and Molly Gawthorpe 

were passionate about the Park, always attending 

every Friends meeting they could, and helping 

out at every Birthday Party. Several Friends 

attended the service of celebration for John, held 

at St Chad’s Church, and enjoyed his musical 

choice (Glen Miller). Molly is now living in 

Cheshire, closer to her family. 

 

Photo competition 
 

After discussion, we’ve agreed to postpone our 

planned photo competition after all, as Andres, 

our collaborator at the Corner Gallery, decided 

he should focus on the latest arrival in his 

household – welcome, baby Max!  

 

Membership 
 

Membership is £4 per annum. For ordinary or 

gift membership, please contact Naomi.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Next Friends’ meeting: 

27
th
 April 2011, 

Clementhorpe Community Centre, 

7.30pm 

ParkActive dates: 
May 9

th
/May 16

th
/May 23

rd
  all 1-3pm 

Balsam Bashing! Come along and help 

us get rid of this pesky invasive weed. 

Wear suitable footwear. Adults Only 



Contacts 
 

Mike Heyworth (Chair) 

16 Norfolk Street, York YO23 1JY 

Tel. 01904 640701 

Email info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

 

Naomi Whittaker (Membership & Treasurer) 

104 Bishopthorpe Road, York YO23 1JX 

Tel. 01904 635278 

Email membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Lara McClure (Very Young Friends) 

Tel. 01904 644238 

Email veryyoungfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Cath Mortimer (ParkActive) 

Tel. 01904 640701 

Email parkactive@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

AnneMarie Heslop (park ranger) 

Tel. 01904 553393 

Email annemarie.heslop@york.gov.uk 

Until end of April), then either Jenny (0783 343 

6832) or Clare (0776 996 3127) 

 

 

 

 

  

  

What’s on NB some items are provisional 

 

30
th

 April  We are Theatre Performance 

7
th

 May  Ben Smiles, Party in the Park: contact jo.mather@slimming-world.com 

7
th

, 12
th

, 21
st
, 26

th
 May Bikes not Barriers Paul Ramskill 07767 318030 

8
th

 May  NCT Big Push   Contact: Izzy Pysanczyn 07815 195280 

21
st
 May  Lady Georgianna Micaela Schmiz 07949 215554 

19th June   Prostate Cancer Run Contact: Richard Smith   smithrichard14@sky.com 

25th June-9th July  York Shakespeare Project Contact: Jeremy Muldowney                 
       j.e.muldowney@dsl.pipex.com 

16th July   Youth Festival  Contact: Carole Pugh 01904 552358 

17th July   Birthday Party  Contact: Park Rangers 01904 553423 

17th July   Love’s Labour Lost  Contact: Kate Stevenson 07905 467614 

23rd July   Just 30 Fair  Contact: Neil Gulliver 01904 553432 

23rd July   York Big Dance/Hog Roast  Contact: Liz Topi 01904 554253 

21st August   MESMAC PICNIC  Contact: Simon Rogers simon.rogers@aviva.co.uk 

4th September   Peace Festival  Contact: Dylan 01904 655550  


