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T 
he Park has been a hive of activity over the 

summer, with events of all sorts and 

hundreds of people thronging the park, 

whenever the summer weather stopped 

being damp.  

We‟ll be reviewing the year and considering our 

plans for the next year at our AGM, on Wednesday 

the 5th October; all welcome. Council staff, from the 

Parks and Open Spaces department, will be present. 

 

Parties and Festivals of all sorts  

The Friends ran a successful stall at the Birthday 

Party in July. Many thanks to those who contributed; 

£356.58 was raised (£170 from book sales). A good 

crowd turned out for this and for the Peace Festival in 

August, despite the drizzle in both cases. If you have 

an event in the Park you‟d like to advertise, contact 

Naomi or the park rangers, who can arrange to put 

notices up, post information on Facebook etc. 

 

Friends‟ grant success 

The Two Ridings Community Foundation have 

offered the Friends a £2000 grant to make a pond in 

Butcher Terrace Field. The money will go towards 

buying pond-liner, planting and signage, as well as 

hiring a digger to do the majority of the excavation. 

The pond will act as a focus for wildlife studies for 

school groups (and the Very Young Friends), 

hopefully providing a change from the uninspiring 

micro-fauna usually found in the lake slime! Planting 

will include native plants, including tansy to 

encourage the return of the very rare tansy beetle to 

this area of the Ouse. More information on dates for 

excavation etc will be available soon. 

„A Walk in the Park‟ book 

Sales of the book have been brisk and the first 

batch of 120 copies have been sold. A second 

run of printing means that the book is still 

available from the Pig and Pastry café on 

Bishopthorpe Road or the Little Apple book 

shop on High Petergate.  The special Friends‟ 

price of £10 is still available via Naomi (see 

contact details), but otherwise copies are £12 

each. A fantastic gift for Christmas, perhaps? 

 The book‟s authors, Chris and John 

Dowell, also present their work on Rowntree 

Park to various groups. They have the following 

dates over the next few months: Oct 17th at 

Acomb Methodist Church; Oct 25th at 

Osbaldwick; Jan 19th at TWG St Oswald‟s 

Church; Jan 21st at National Trust; Jan 25th at 

Wetherby and March 21st at Dunnington. More 

details from Chris and John on York 705799.  

Model Boat Club 

The York Model Boat Club has used the lake in 

the park since the 1940s, with regular sessions 

on Saturday afternoons. Their autumn regatta 

will be on Sunday September 25th (10am to 

4pm). All are welcome, whether you want to 

join in, ask technical questions about the boats 

or just watch the beautiful, and sometimes 

surprising, craft. More details on their website 

www.yorkmodelboatclub.com  

 

Very Young Friends 

Lara McClure says: The Very Young Friends 

were on top form this summer with all sorts of 

 
ParkActive dates 

Mondays 26th September,               

17th October and 7th November    

1pm- 3pm 

Come and help the park, with wildlife-

friendly conservation activities. Adults Only 

Next Friends’ meeting (AGM) 

5th October 2011                                

Clementhorpe Community Centre, 7.30pm 

Copies of the Park book will be available. 

All welcome 

http://www.rowntreepark.org.uk/
http://www.yorkmodelboatclub.com


fun. June saw us celebrating the strawberry - a 

strawberry-themed trail, a strawberry-related poetry 

and games, and some collaborative strawberry 

artworks of truly breath-taking beauty. We even tried 

singing with our mouths full of the things! 

In July we set our sights on the ocean, creating seas in 

buckets with lots of gorgeous weedy stuff swishing 

around in them and adding copious quantities of sea 

creatures. Our story took us beneath the waves and 

brought a mermaid onto the land (and almost stranded 

her there – but not quite)! 

August found us worshipping what was left of the 

sunshine and looking forward to the harvest season.  

Details of our next few meetings:  

October 4th – Autumn dens. We‟ll build some 

hiding places from natural materials and think about 

the creatures that might be hiding out in the park all 

through the Autumn season. 

November 1st – mischief and magic! Some crazy 

tales of magical mayhem – and a pinch and a punch 

for the first of the month. 

December 6th – winter warmer. Spotting signs of 

Jack Frost around the park and making some sparkly 

things for a certain special time of year...! 

All sessions run from 12:30 to approximately 

2:30pm. We meet in front of the pavilion (towards the 

river-side of the park) and proceed to the picnic 

grounds via activities in the woods. We sometimes 

shelter in the back room of the cafe, but we aim to be 

outdoors if at all possible so do wrap up warm and 

dry when necessary! “There is no such thing as bad 

weather – only inadequate clothing”!! Bring your 

lunch. Sessions are aimed at under-fives and their 

parents/carers. 

Sport and activity  
The skateboard park is one of the most heavily-

used areas of the park, with dozens of children and 

teenagers on bikes, skates, skateboards and scooters, 

perfecting their tricks. However, parents often report 

that they find it difficult for their younger children to 

have a go on the ramps. Robin Lavin, the council‟s 

Young People‟s Activity Officer, says that it‟s not 

possible to provide a „beginners only‟ session at the 

Park, but suggests trying Zoo Skatepark near 

Sainsbury‟s Foss Island Road. For example, there is a 

supervised, beginners-only session at 10am on 

Saturday mornings (£1.50, over 8s only). Contacts: 

0791 7233 511 or zoo.skatepark@gmail.com 

 Hundreds of runners, joggers and walkers 

use the park every week. To encourage even 

more runners, Run England have attached a 

noticeboard to the outside of the park railings 

near Millennium Bridge, showing 1km, 2km 

and 3km routes which go through the park and 

along the riverside. In addition, there is a 

women-only beginners group (7pm Tuesdays, 

Karen 07547667629) and a beginners and 

intermediates group (7pm Thursdays, Richard 

07846189103), which use these routes and 

further information can be found at 

www.runengland.org/.  

 Tennis coach, Andy Crockett (0792 617 

2939; crockettfamily1@btinternet.com), 

continues his coaching sessions in the park, for 

children (Years 1 to 8) and adults (Rusty 

Rackets). 

Park management 

As mentioned previously, the park café will 

close this autumn to be taken over by the 

council‟s library service, as an „Explore 

Gateway‟. It will have a café and some library 

functions. The exact details are not yet known, 

but the Friends have contributed their ideas and 

we aim to meet with the library service and the 

Rangers soon to discuss plans. 

 ParkActive sessions this year have tackled 

balsam, thistles and docks in the Butcher 

Terrace Field and we‟re looking forward to 

helping with the pond. The next ParkActive 

sessions are planned for Mondays 26th 

September, 17th October and 7th November, all 

at 1pm. All equipment and training will be 

provided - just come along ready to get a bit 

muddy! 

 The head gardener, Julian Doney, has 

started the chemical treatment of another 

pernicious weed, Japanese knotweed, although 

this will take several treatments over several 

years to be effective. If any of the Friends see 

new patches of Japanese knotweed, please 

contact Julian with details of its location. 

 The park keepers and gardeners have been 

planting out perennial plants purchased with 

£750 of York Pride (Micklegate Ward) funding; 

most of these are placed within the main 

avenue, brightening up the borders, along with 
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Contacts for the Friends of Rowntree Park 

Mike Heyworth (Chair) 

16 Norfolk Street, York YO23 1JY 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

 

Naomi Whittaker (Membership & Treasurer) 

104 Bishopthorpe Road, York YO23 1JX 

Tel: 01904 635278 

Email membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Lara McClure (Very Young Friends) 

Tel: 01904 644238 

Email veryyoungfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

Cath Mortimer (ParkActive) 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email parkactive@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Park Rangers 

Rachel Simpson 07584 205240  

Jenny Cairns 0783 343 6832  

Clair Merrifield 0776 996 3127  

Tel: 01904 553393 

Email: rachel.simpson@york.gov.uk                     

Jennifer.cairns@york.gov.uk 

clair.merrifield@york.gov.uk 
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some very charming dwarf sunflowers. Twenty-

eight different types of plant were bought, 

including Euonymus, Spirea, Magnolia stellate, 

Corylus Avellana, Geranium, Digitalis, Monarda, 

Rogersia and Centaurea. For a full list or more 

details, please consult Julian. Soon, further work 

will be carried out on the beds next to the bowling 

greens. 

 Dave Brown (park keeper) says that he very 

much appreciates any help offered in planting 

tasks, so if anyone would like to help , get in 

touch with him, in person or via ParkActive. 

Seasonal tasks include bulb planting. 

 The canal and fountains were in action for 

the Birthday Party but are now once more 

dormant, pending repairs. 

 John Barnes-Tee, the council‟s Play Area 

inspector, has been working to improve play 

equipment, including rebuilding steps at the all-

ability slide, renewing bearings on the 

roundabout, replacing the climbing nets and 

restoring edgings for woodchip areas. 

 If there are immediate concerns or questions 

about the management of the Park, please contact 

the Parks and Open Spaces  department directly 

(553392). For queries about events, contact Liz 

Topi (554253). For longer-term issues, bring your 

thoughts to a Friends‟ meeting or contact Mike 

who, as the Chair, can raise issues at one of our 

regular meetings with the Council. 

 

Membership 

Friends‟ membership is £4 per annum for an 

individual or family. For ordinary or gift 

membership, please contact Naomi.  
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