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pring has sprung! Catkins, daffodils, frog 

spawn in the cascade ponds, woodpeckers, 

gardeners busy with planting and 

mulching, a flurry of events planning - 

everything seems to be indicating that the winter’s 

over and it’s time to get on with the year’s 

activities. Read on to find out what’s coming up. 

 

Photo competition 

The Friends’ photo competition is being run this 

year by two keen local photographers, Terence 

Michael and Graham Smith. All entries will be 

shown at the Rowntree Park Birthday Party (14th 

July) and there will be some great prizes. More 

details will shortly be available via the website. 

Meanwhile, there is a FREE photography 

workshop suitable for all the family on Sunday 

15th April, 2pm; to book, contact Terence 07530 

157132 or photos@rowntreepark.org.uk. 

 

Very Young Friends 

Lara says: we’re looking forward to a beautiful 

spring for our outings. Check out the poster below 

 

New wildlife pond 

The new wildlife pond, funded by a grant from 

Two Ridings Community Foundation, has begun 

to mature and settle in, but we need lots of help to 

plant up the margins, and install two plank 

benches. Could you help on March 19th (1-3pm)? 

All welcome, tools and gloves supplied. Contact 

Park Ranger, Rachel Simpson 0758 420 5240. 

 

Sport and activity  

Tennis coaching has continued over the winter at 

a reduced level, but will ramp up again in the 

spring. Contact: Andy Crockett, 0792 617 2939; 

crockettfamily1@btinternet.com  

The friendly and lively open-air volleyball 

sessions will start again in May. For more details, 

contact Mike Turner, mandmturner@gmail.com 

or see the website www.yorkvolleyball.org.uk  

Park management 

As mentioned previously, the park café closed this 

autumn to be taken over by the council’s library 

service. There is quite a bit of building work to be 

done, and re-opening is not likely to be until 

August; alternative temporary catering will be 

provided meanwhile. 

 Recently, the York Amalgamation of 

Anglers came with their nets and removed a lot of 

fish from the lake, to re-home in their waters. The 

fish included 241lbs of roach (probably about 120 

fish), one carp (8lb 4oz), one tench (2lb 1oz), 28 

chub, 84 perch and 5 skinny bream. They returned 

15 pike to the lake (one of which was 11lb 3oz), 

and these will hopefully control the unknown 

number of small fish which escaped the nets. 

Next Friends’ meeting  

25th April 2012                                

Southlands Methodist Church, 7.30pm 

All welcome - NOTE the change of venue! 

http://www.rowntreepark.org.uk/
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 The following plants have been bought and 

planted in the park this year, using York Pride 

funding; physocarpus, liriope, hydrangea, rhamnus, 

ilex, hydrangea, helleborus, acanthus, primula, 

fritillaria, anemone, buddleja, rosa, persica, prunus, 

brachyglottis, olearia, euonymus, osmanthus. For 

full details, see Friends’ website. 

 If there are immediate concerns or questions 

about the management of the Park, please contact 

the Parks and Open Spaces department directly 

(553392). For queries about events, contact Liz Topi 

(554253). For longer-term issues, bring your 

thoughts to a Friends’ meeting or contact Mike who, 

as the Chair, can raise issues at one of our regular 

meetings with the Council. If you have an event in 

the Park you’d like to advertise, contact Naomi 

or the park rangers (see below), who can arrange 

to put notices up, post information on Facebook 

etc. 

Membership 
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Mike Heyworth (Chair) 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

 

Naomi Whittaker (Membership & Treasurer) 

104 Bishopthorpe Road, York YO23 1JX 

Tel: 01904 635278 

Email membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Cath Mortimer (ParkActive) 

Tel: 01904 640701 

Email parkactive@rowntreepark.org.uk 

Lara McClure (Very Young Friends) 

Tel: 01904 644238 

Email veryyoungfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

 

Park Rangers 

Rachel Simpson 07584 205240  

Jenny Cairns 0783 343 6832  

Tel: 01904 553393 

Email: rachel.simpson@york.gov.uk                       

Jennifer.cairns@york.gov.uk  

 

Contacts for the Friends of Rowntree Park 

‘A Walk in the Park’ 

Our book on the history of the park is available 

from the Pig and Pastry café on Bishopthorpe 

Road.  The special Friends’ price of £10 is 

available via Naomi (see contact details), but 

otherwise copies are £12 each - plus postage and 

packing if needed. John and Chris Dowell are 

also offering their talk about the park’s history at 

various local venues.  

3 April Very Young Friends’ Easter Egg Hunt (Lara 07941 
448594) 

4 April Hope Invasion (One Church, York) 1.30-7pm (Caleb 
Ellwood 07411697258) 

15 April Photographic Workshop (Terence 07530 157132) 

29 April York Ladies Circle Picnic (Nicola Fielding 
nicola.fielding@covance.com) 

1 May Very Young Friends’ meeting 

25 May to 5 June ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ (Jeremy 
Muldowney j.e.muldowney@dsl.pipex.com) 

27 May Model Boat Club Regatta (R Thompson 01902 
702480) 

27 May Stroke Awareness Association (Louise Haigh 01132 
019788) 

9 June Theatre Royal Takeover TBC (Henry Raby 
henrythepoet@btinternet.com) 

12 June Tennis Tournament (evening) 

16 to 17 June All day tennis tournament 

17 June Prostate Cancer Run (Richard Smith 
smithrichard14@sky.com) 

17 June Barrio Festival 10 to 5 (Lotita Boddy 01765 607619) 

14 July ‘Birthday Party’ Summer Fair (Jenny Cairns 07833 
436832) 

21 July Festival of the Rivers Canoe Race (Liz Topi 01904 
554253) 

22 July York Model Boat Club Regatta (R Thompson 01904 
702480) 

8 to 9 September Festival of Cycling (Graeme Hodgson 07802 
168285) 

15 September Just 30 Fair (Neil Gulliver 
neil.gulliver@york.gov.uk) 

Events in the Park this year 
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