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T 
he Park lies under flood water as this 

newsletter goes out, with the trees 

showing their autumn colours reflected 

on the water. As usual it will take at least 

two weeks for the water to be pumped out and the 

Friends’ Facebook page will keep our readers up-to

-date with progress. Meanwhile, the café will 

remain open, so you can take this opportunity to 

see the flooded park from the balcony, at the same 

time as sipping on a cuppa. 

 

The new Reading Café  
Working late into the evenings, and calling on 

assistance from council staff throughout both the 

Parks and the Library services, the café was 

completed in record time, and opened for 

customers on the day of the Birthday Party. Many 

thanks to the team, especially Andy Laslett who co-

ordinated the project on the ground. 

 

 The Friends are delighted with the finished 

product, in particular the lovely furnishings, comfy 

sofas and retro bookshelves. The café is open daily 

between 10am and 5pm (10am to 3pm from 

November), with homemade soups and jacket 

potatoes featuring on the menu. Danielle (café 

manager), Helena (deputy) and the cafe team enjoy 

meeting the locals (including Charlie the cat and 

Ginger the duck who visit regularly) and they are 

keen to hear from people would who like to use the 

café as a base for their activities such as book 

groups, story-telling or home-workers club 

(contacts rowntreepark.readingcafe@york.gov.uk 

or York 551489). 

Birthday Party 
We had a good day for the Birthday Party, 

considering the summer of 2012 was famous for 

its rain. Our stall raised more than £100, including 

sales and the hook-a-duck, despite having a very 

small number of people to help run it. 

 This year, we invited York City FC legend, 

Alf Patrick to cut the birthday cake, which he did 

very ably, having charmed and entertained us with 

lots of stories of his youth in the park, beforehand. 

 

Younger friends of the Park 
Lara reports: The Very Young Friends of 

Rowntree Park (aged under 5) are hibernating for 

the winter but will be back in the Spring for 

regular monthly meetings with stories, crafts and 

picnics with new leader Francesca! 

 The Young Friends of Rowntree Park (aged 

5 - 11) will be making a reappearance in the 

spring too, with Lara's storytelling workshops in 

the park cafe - watch this space for more details in 

both cases!  

 

Molly Gawthorpe 
The Friends were sorry to hear about the death in 

June of Molly Gawthorpe. Molly and her late 

husband John had been Friends for many years, 

and were fantastic supporters of the Park. 

The next Friends’ meeting is the AGM 

7.30pm 10th October, Rowntree Park Café  
 

A chance to have a look round at the new 

café and ask Fiona Williams (CYC) about 

the renovations and the new 

arrangements at the café. Review the 

Friends’ year and discuss plans for next 

year. 

Refreshments 
Entrance via Richardson St 

All welcome 
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Park Active 
Although it’s now covered with muddy river water, 

the new wildlife pond had settled in well and was 

looking great by the end of the summer. It has 

become quite a centre of attention for this area of 

the park, with many people going to investigate, 

and taking advantage of the seating. 

 For hands-on conservation activities in the 

wildlife area and elsewhere in the park, join our 

ParkActive sessions, run by Jenny and Rachel, the 

Park Rangers, in conjunction with the Friends. The 

next session is Monday 22nd October 1-3pm. 

Contact Jenny (07833 436 832 or 

jennifercairns@york.gov.uk for more information. 

 

Membership 
With this newsletter you should have received a 

membership renewal form. Please return this with 

your payment as soon as possible to Naomi. If 

you would rather send payment electronically, 

please contact Naomi. We also welcome people 

who wish to pay for 10 years membership in one 

go (£50) so that you don't have to remember to 

pay each year. Gift membership is also available 

(great for Christmas!) which is the same cost as 

household membership (£5) and comes with a free 

gift card. Membership is our main income and 

allows us to cover admin, printing and posting 

costs. Contact Naomi Whittaker 01904 635278 

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 1 Norfolk St, 

York YO23 1JY 

Friends’ photo competition 

Graham Smith reports: 2012 saw the return of the 

Rowntree Park Photography Competition. This 

year’s theme was “Beauty in the Park”, and we had 

over 50 entries. The standard of these was very 

high, and the judges (Graham Smith, Terence 

Michael and York Digital Image who supplied the 

prizes) took quite a time to whittle this down to a 

short-list of 6-8 in each category. The final winning 

image for the under 16s, amateur, and enthusiast or 

professional categories was chosen by the Lord 

Mayor of York, Keith Hyman. All of those involved 

in running and judging of the competition 

thoroughly enjoyed the process and Graham and 

Terrence ran a photo workshop prior to the 

submission date. It was very nice to see some of 

those who attended this short course submitting 

photographs. We are hoping to run this competition 

again next year, so don’t miss an opportunity to take 

those nice shots when you’re in the park. 

Enthusiast Winner: Fox  

by Adam Harland 
Under 16 Winner: Duck beaks      

by Melissa Kay 

Amateur Winner: Autumn trees reflected  

by Paul Millinar 
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