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W 
hat a winter it’s been so far! After 

the wettest year ever recorded in 

Yorkshire, the park has been 

flooded three times already since 

September and now it’s snowing! The Friends will 

obviously be interested in discussing the length of 

time taken to pump out the park, and the effects of 

the flooding, amongst other subjects, so do come 

along to the next Friends meeting at 7pm on the 

January 17th at the Reading Café. Please enter via 

the Richardson St gates, between 6.50pm and 7pm. 

We’re running the Friends’ meetings on Thursday 

evenings this year, as a change. All welcome. 

 

The Reading Café  
The Reading Café has been a resounding success 

since its launch in the summer, continuing to 

provide a cosy and welcoming environment, with 

hot food and drinks no matter what the weather, or 

the water level in the park. When the park is closed 

due to flooding, the café can be accessed via the 

Richardson St entrance. Contacts for Danielle and 

the café: rowntreepark.readingcafe@york.gov.uk or 

York 551489. 

 

AGM October 2012  
At the AGM, the Friends discussed a successful 

year, including a busy year for the Very Young 

Friends, work on setting up the wildlife pond, 

effective liaison with the council on the café 

renovation and new impetus for the photo 

competition. The financial report was healthy and 

the membership remains at 174 households. 

 

Younger friends of the Park 
Lara reports: The Very Young Friends of Rowntree 

Park (aged under 5) are hibernating for the winter 

but will be back in the Spring for regular monthly 

meetings with stories, crafts and picnics with new 

leader Francesca (greenfrancesca@hotmail.com)! 

 The Young Friends of Rowntree Park (aged 5 

- 11) will be making a reappearance in the spring 

too, with Lara's storytelling workshops in the park 

café - watch this space for more details in both 

cases. 

Membership 
Naomi (Membership Secretary) will be sending 

reminders to those who have forgotten to pay their 

membership fees, which remain at £5 per 

household per year. Payment can be by cheque 

(made payable to the Friends of Rowntree Park) 

or by direct debit (contact Naomi for details, York 

629927 or membership@rowntreepark.org.uk) 

 Your continuing support pays for the 

circulation of this newsletter, and for the costs of 

running activities such as the Very Young 

Friends, Young Friends, ParkActive and the photo 

competition. The Friends aim to ensure that the 

park continues to flourish, and that park users 

have a voice. The Friends are the key consulting 

body for the council on all developments and 

changes in the park and we work to support all the 

different uses of the park, by all sections of the 

community. 

 The Friends welcome ideas, assistance and 

support from all park-users, so if you have ideas 

about how the park can thrive, come along to a 

meeting or contact us via the website. 

 

 

The next Friends’ meeting is: 

7pm Thursday 17th January,  
Rowntree Park Café  

 
Discuss plans for the year and consider 

the issue of flooding in the park. 

Entrance via Richardson St (6.50pm to 
7pm, late comers please phone 551489) 

All welcome 
 

Our meetings this year are: 18th April, 
20th June and 10th October (AGM). The 
Birthday Party date will be discussed at 

the January meeting. 
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