
 

June 2014 Newsletter  

Tour de France, 6th July 
On the weekend of the 5th-6th July, the city 

(and the park) will be full of keen cyclists, and 

many others who want to take the opportunity 

of seeing this ‘once in a lifetime’ event 

happening in York. 

At our last FRP meeting, we had a useful 

conversation with Liz Topi (the council’s 

contact for all things ‘Tour’). She said that the 

Park will be one of 3 ‘hubs’ for activities on the 

day (6th July), including a big screen showing 

the Grand Depart in the morning and probably 

something like a family-friendly sing-along film in 

the afternoon. Local charities will be offered 

space for stalls, and there will be food offerings. 

There will be no alcohol licence in the park. 

There will be a site manager for the Park, and a 

health and safety manager. 

Outside the park itself, camping pitches will be 

offered either side of the Millennium Bridge 

(booked and supervised by the Caravan Club), 

although if there are few takers not all the 

campsites will run. Additional toilets etc will be 

provided for the campers (as well as being 

available to the public). 

 

Very Young Friends 
 

The Very Young Friends of Rowntree 

Park are meeting three times over 

the summer. 

 

 1st July looking at things that slither and squirm,  

 1st August being Superheroes  

 1st September exploring Dinosaurs.  

 

Meet below the reading cafe for an 

activity followed by a picnic and 

some crafts. Bring your lunch! For 

children aged 0 - 5 and their 

parents/carers. Cost = £1 per child. 
 

 

The Birthday Party is nearly here! 
This year’s Birthday Party is going to be different! It’s being organised by a 

large group of local volunteers, who have got some great new ideas. You’ll 

find a copy of the poster attached/enclosed, please display it if you can. 

We are still looking for offers of stalls, music and volunteers, so get in touch 

rowntreeparkbirthday@gmail.com 

And make sure you’re in the park to have lots of fun, on July 20th!  
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Knit a Bike: Yarnstorming 2014 
The ‘yarnstormed’ bike-related display is now 

up, on the fencing around the tennis court. It 

looks splendid, particularly with the bright 

yellows reflected in the water of the lake. Well 

done to Sally and Deborah, and all those who 

knitted, crocheted and crafted to make items 

for this lovely contribution. There are lots of 

pictures of the piece and its making on Sally’s 

website: hippystitch.blogspot.co.uk. 

 

ParkActive 
A work group from Aviva repainted the 

noticeboard by the car park (paint paid for by 

the Friends), as well as other conservation work. 

Contact Jenny on 07833 436 832 or by email 

jennifercairns@york.gov.uk for more info on 

conservation in the park. 

 

Words from a bench 
Further poetry and prose inspired by the park, 

and by nature in general, has gone up in the 

park and on the Friends’ website, including 

contributions from Icelandic writers (go to 

rowntreeparkblog.wordpress.com/words-from

-a-bench/, and select ‘April 2014’). 

 

Membership 
Membership of the Friends is £5 per 

household, per year. If you would rather send 

payment electronically, please contact 

Naomi (see below). We can also offer 10 year 

membership or gift membership. Contact 

Naomi Whittaker 01904 629927  

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 1 Norfolk 

St, York YO23 1JY. Your membership helps us 
support the park! 

Contacts 

For birthday party: 

rowntreeparkbirthday@gmail.com 

For other info: 

info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

What’s on in the Park, in 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Information provided by Dominic Berry (CYC), dominic.berry@york.gov.uk, correct at time of printing 

Date and times Event 

Sun 15 June 2014 10:00-16:00 R U Taking the ...? 

Thu 19 June 09:00—Sat 21st June 20:00 Bike Story 

Thu 03 July 09:00—Sat 5 July 20:00 Bike Story 

Sat 5th July to Sunday 6th July Tour de France  

Mon 14 July 10:00—Tues 15 July 12:00 Riverside Walk 

Sat 19 July 12:00-17:00 York Canoe Race 

Sat 19 July 13:00-18:00 Tea in the Park 

Sun 20 July 13:00-16:00 Rowntree Park Birthday Party 

Sun 20 July 10:00-17:00 Model Boat Regatta 

Sat 2 August  Medieval Festival 

Wed 13 August 12:00-16:00 Millennium Bridge Races 

Sat 13 Sept 09:00—Sun 14 Sept 16:00 Festival of Cycling 

Sun 21 September 09:00-16:00 Wish Tree Foundation Family Day 

The next Friends’ meeting is: 

Thursday 19th June 2014, Rowntree Park Café, 7pm 

Birthday Party plans • Future work of the Friends 

All welcome, come along and have your say! 
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