
 

There are so many different ways that the Friends can help the park — we just keep on 

finding more ideas! But we are limited by the number of active Friends available. So, we 

would like to appeal to the Friends membership, and to the local population, for their help. 

 

Could 2015 be the year that you help us make the Park                      

even more wonderful? 
 

Most projects/activities require volunteers to help with co-ordination and publicity - people 

who have enthusiasm and common sense - rather than specialist knowledge, as we can 

find experts, where these are needed. Some of the suggested projects are: 
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from the Friends of Rowntree Park! 

 

January 2015 Newsletter  

Activities! Projects! Workshops! Events! Music! Education! Sport! Art! Craft! 

Consultation and discussion! And much more! 

The Friends’ aims are to: 

 promote the well-being of the Park and its users 

 support increased and diverse uses of the park, 

by all sections of the community 

 represent the views of the park’s users. 

 

We like to do this with: 

 running the 2015 Birthday Party (12th July) 

 volunteer gardening group 

 conservation activities 

 Informal summer sports (rounders, Frisbee) 

 Art/music sessions 

 Public education about feeding wildfowl 

 Writing projects 

 Outdoor Tai chi or Qigong sessions 

 Art or photography competitions 

 Land art group sessions 

If you would like these or other projects to happen, get in touch to volunteer 

your ideas, your energy and your time! See contacts (over) 
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Rowntree Park Birthday Party 2015 
We hope to be able to run the Birthday Party 

again, as we did so successfully last year, but 

we cannot do it without a planning team, and 

we are specifically looking for someone to co-

ordinate the event. Get in touch as soon as 

possible, if you can help. 

 

Very Young Friends 
The Very Young Friends will continue to meet 

for an activity followed by a picnic and some 

crafts.  For children aged 0 - 5 and their 

parents/carers. Cost = £1 per child. Check VYF 

Facebook page for up-to-date details. 
 

Yarnstorming 2015 
Following two very successful seasons of 

installations of all sorts of crazy and beautiful 

knitted and crocheted items, we hope to be 

supporting another yarnstorming project in the 

park this summer. To follow the progress of the 

2015 project, see hippystitch.blogspot.co.uk. 

 
Words from a bench 
The editors are looking for children’s 

contributions to our writing project ‘Words 

from a Bench’. The theme for the issue is: 

“What would a park bench say, if it could 

talk?” Prose entries up to 1000 words, or poetry 

up to 40 lines. Prizes are offered for two age 

categories: 9-13 and 14-17, and the closing 

date is 27th February. Further details on the 

Friends website. 

 

Writers in the Park 
Interested in Creative Writing? Join a group 

who will be doing informal and original 

writing exercises in the Reading Café on 

Mondays 10:00 to 11:30, beginning January 

26th. We will be tackling poetry, fiction and 

non-fiction. All levels of writers are welcome 

to come along and develop their creative 

writing in a supportive, no-pressure group. £3 

per session. To sign up, email Karen Green on 

khillgreen@hotmail.com 

 

Membership 
Membership of the Friends is currently £5 per 

household, per year. New members are very 

welcome. If you are a current member and 

need to renew your membership, you will be 

sent a reminder with this newsletter.  

To become a member, contact the 

Treasurer, Emma Morris 01904 629927  

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk 78 

Bishopthorpe Road, YORK YO23 1JS 

Your membership helps us support the park! 

Contacts 
Information on the Park and the Friends is 

available on the Friends website 

rowntreepark.org.uk and news, views and 

up-to-date comments is available on the 

Friends’ Facebook website (an open group, 

for which you do not need to have a 

Facebook account). For information about 

the Friends (apart from membership): 

info@rowntreepark.org.uk  

Friends’ 2015 meetings 
Next meeting: 7pm, Thursday 22nd January, at Rowntree Park Reading Café 

All are welcome, to discuss our plans for the year 

 

Subsequent meetings are: 16th April, 18th June; 8th October 

Birthday Party: 12th July (tbc) 
 

Meetings at Rowntree Park Reading Café, unless otherwise stated. If after park has closed,        

entrance is via Richardson St (please arrive between 6.50pm to 7pm, late comers phone 551489) 
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