
 
 

January 2016 Newsletter 

Next Friends’ meeting: 7pm, Thursday 14th January at the Park café 

 
Entrance is by the Richardson St gates only. After 7pm, please ring the café on 551489 

 
We will discuss the flooding, the geese and this year’s activities. All welcome!! 

T 
he new year has started in a very soggy 

and depressing way, with the Park being 

the victim of the floods that also hit other 

areas of York badly, but we can still 

make plans for our park, with the hope that it will 

soon emerge from it’s muddy submergence.  We 

hope that you will join in too! 

Plans for 2016 

We have some plans, but we’re always looking for 

more ideas—and for help to carry them out!  

It’s been ‘too wet’ (ie flooded!) to do more with the 

idea of the Goose Patrol, but when the water’s 

gone down, we’ll be looking for more volunteers to 

be trained to move the geese off the grass areas 

(this should make them less keen to spend so much 

time in the Park). If you are interested in being part 

of the Goose Patrol, please get in touch.  

The Very Young Friends meet on the first 

Thursday of the month, at 11.30am, near the café. 

Sessions normally comprise a walk, some music, 

some art/craft activity and a picnic. All children 

under 5 are welcome to come, with their parents/

carers. The Friends are keen to hear from anyone 

who would like to help run the VYFRP sessions. 

Get in touch via the VYFRP Facebook page or 

info@rowntreepark.org.uk. 

New year clear-out? Why not come to our Clothes 

Swap, 10am to 12noon on January 30th? Free for 

FRP members, £1 for non-members. More details 

to follow, on our Facebook site. 

Council budget cuts 

The Friends attended a meeting about further cuts 

in the maintenance budget for Micklegate Ward. 

The Friends believe that these cuts (which may be 

up to 45%) will have a bad effect on our local parks 

and open spaces; any volunteer effort can only 

make a small contribution towards maintenance. 

We also think that Rowntree Park (and the 

Knavesmire) should be seen as special cases, with 

their upkeep being the responsibility of the whole 

of the city, not just Micklegate Ward, and we have 

represented this point of view to the local 

councilors. We will keep the members informed 

about any news or progress. 

Words from a bench 

We invite contributions for the next ‘issue’ of our 

writing project, which this time has the theme of 

mid-winter. Guidelines will be on the website 

shortly. 

Membership 

Membership remains at £5 per household, per year. 

Contact Emma Morris 01904 626126 , or 78 

Bishopthorpe Road, YORK YO23 1JS or 

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk  

NB a special price of 10 years’ membership for 

the price of 8! 

mailto:membership@rowntreepark.org.uk

