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Next Friends’ meeting 

7pm, Thursday 14th April 2016 at the Park café; entrance via the 

Richardson St gates, if the park is otherwise closed. After this time, please 

ring the café on 551489 

 

We will discuss post-flood issues, the Birthday Party and other activities. 

All welcome!! 

I 
t was a long hard winter, and some areas of 

the park are still looking rather sad. However 

there are signs that the park is beginning to 

burst into life again. The pond is full of 

frolicking frogs (and frogspawn), the daffodils are 

out and the hedges are full of pussy-willow and 

blossom, so it all feels very hopeful.  

We are delighted to welcome Friends new and old 

to the summer season; if you have joined/rejoined 

recently, you can pick up your membership card 

from the Café (which gives you 10% discount on 

Café purchases). The Friends have all their normal 

activities planned (Tai Chi returns—all welcome!), 

plus some special new ones; for example, we will 

be helping the gardeners with some practical work, 

once a month, and we hope to organise a plant sale 

in May—watch this space!  

Follow us, at rowntreepark.org.uk, on Facebook 

and on Twitter. And, if you would like to help the 

Friends with their work, do get in touch with us. 

Birthday Party  

Save the date for this year's Birthday Party! The 

park will be celebrating its 95th year with a fun-

filled afternoon on Sunday 17th July. 

The park will be packed to the hilt with a children's 

fun fair, miniature railway, community stalls, street 

food vans, mini golf, croquet, mobility scooter 

obstacle course, birds of prey, exotic animals, face 

painters, live music and lots more. For more 

information, please join our Facebook event, or 

look out for posters in the area.  

As with every year, the success of the party is very 

much dependent on volunteers both on the day and 

prior to the event. If you would be able to help, 

even for an hour or two, we would be very 

grateful. To join the planning team, or to help on 

the day, please can you fill in the volunteers 

section of this form: 

http://goo.gl/forms/vtgqYZzULd.  

Gardening sessions (NEW!) 

All are welcome to join the Friends as they help 

the gardeners in the Park, on the second 

Wednesday each month, during the summer. No 

expertise is required, just come along in suitable 

clothing and footwear. 40 lovely people came in 

January to help clean up after the floods, and we’d 

love it if this enthusiasm could continue! 

Very Young Friends  

The Very Young Friends excelled (egg-celled?) 

themselves with an incredibly busy Easter Egg 

Hunt, on a sunny and warm Good Friday morning. 

More than 100 children scrambled to find the eggs 

nestling amongst the trees (photos on VYFRP 

Facebook). Thanks to Christine for organising this.   

The VYFRP normally meet on the first Thursday 

of the month at 11.30, for outdoor fun and games. 

Free for members and £1 per family otherwise. 

More details on Facebook. 

http://goo.gl/forms/vtgqYZzULd
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Wed 13th April    9.30 am Gardening 

Tues 19th April   1.45pm Tai Chi 

Thurs 14th April  7pm Friends’ meeting (Café) 

Sat 7th May   Plant Sale (TBC) 

Sat/Sun 7-8th May IDAS sponsored walk 

Wed 11th May  9.30 Gardening 

Tues 17th May  1.45 pm Tai Chi 

Mon 30th May  Eboreinteering  

Wed 8th June  9.30 am Gardening 

Sat/Sun 11-12th June York Canoe Club Race 

Thurs 16th June  7pm Friends’ meeting (Café) 

Sunday 19th June  R U taking the P? run 

Tues  21st June  1.45pm Tai Chi 

Wed 13th July  9.30am Gardening 

Sun 17th July  Birthday Party 

Tues 19th July  1.45pm Tai Chi 

Sun 24th July   York Cancer Research 5k 

Thurs 6th October 7pm AGM (Café) 

External event details as supplied by ‘Make it York’; 
correct at time of publication. 

Tennis court management 

Rowntree Park Tennis Club are managing the 

tennis courts again this year. The Club 

acknowledged that public access was difficult last 

year, so they have introduced online booking: 

http://rowntreeparktc.jimdo.com/booking-courts/ 

Alternatively, the Club offers annual memberships 

at very reasonable rates, especially for courts in 

such a delightful setting! We wish them well and 

would appreciate any Friends’ feedback on their 

experience of using the court booking system. 

Yarnstorming 

The knitting/crochet activities known as yarn-

storming (or yarn-bombing) has been very popular 

over the last few years, and the Friends are 

delighted to be the sponsor for this. This year, Sally 

Stone and Deborah New will be welcoming all-

comers to three ‘Fantasy Fish’ workshops in May 

(one of which will be in the Café). The Crochet 

Collective and other local crafting groups will be 

joining in. The items made will be displayed in the 

Park in time for the Birthday Party and then sold 

off (in aid of the York Flood Appeal), in August. 

More details to follow. 

Goose management 

Some of the Friends attended the ‘Goose 

Management Scrutiny Committee’ at the council; 

the usual range of ideas (for easing the problems 

caused by the amount of goose droppings) were 

discussed, and we await their report to see if 

anything fresh will be recommended. 

Meetings this year 

Our meetings will be on April 14th, June 16th, July 

17th (Birthday Party!) and October 6th, in each 

case, at 7pm at the Café.  

Membership 

Membership remains at £5 per household, per year. 

Contact Emma Morris 01904 626126 , or 78 

Bishopthorpe Road, YORK YO23 1JS or 

membership@rowntreepark.org.uk  

Events in Rowntree Park 2016 

mailto:membership@rowntreepark.org.uk

