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I

t’s Spring, and the trees and flowers
are beginning to get going—and those
frogs, well, they’ve been having a lovely
time in the wildlife pond!

We’re delighted to announce that the Ward
Committee have agreed to put £4000 towards
the cost of railings around one of the small
gardens, which can then be kept goose-free and
clean for everyone to enjoy. Look out for this
work starting in the summer.
The skatepark will be refurbished in early
summer, with concrete ramps replacing the
worn-out steel ramps. This facility is a focus for
many young people using the park, and we’re
glad to see the council using a substantial legacy
to such a good purpose.

Friends’ activities: dates for 2017
The Friends next meeting is on 6th April. All are
welcome, to discuss news about the park, and
plans for our activities. Our other meetings are
on 15th June and 19th October (AGM), with the
Birthday Party on 16th July.
The volunteer gardeners have already met
three times this year, planting trees, bulbs and
plants in several locations. This week, they were
joined by Aviva employees, who had a day in the
park arranged by York Cares. Many thanks to all
the gardeners for their efforts.
The Friends have bought plants for the park, and
were delighted to be given 100s of bee-friendly

plants by Buglife’s Urban Buzz project, in
addition. The bulbs that were planted in October
half-term are up and flourishing.
The next gardening date is 25th April (see over
for additional dates). All are welcome—no
gardening expertise is required!
With the council’s budget cuts, gardening by
volunteers is the only way that we can ensure
colour and interest (for bees as well as humans)
in the borders. We have applied for grant
funding to attract and support increased
numbers of gardening volunteers, and await
news of this application.
We will run another plant sale, near the cafe, on
the morning of May 20th. More details to follow.
The new Children’s trail will be launched on
May 27th, details of this and the accompanying
workshops will follow soon.
Young Friends of Rowntree Park (for children
aged 5 to 11, with their parents/carers), runs
hands-on activities relating to the park and the
environment, during the school holidays.
The Very Young Friends of Rowntree Park
meet on the first Thursday of the month, at
11.30am. Sessions normally comprise a walk,
some music, an art/craft activity and a bringyour-own picnic. Children under 5 are welcome,
with their parents/carers. We meet at the log
circle in the woods. Get in touch via the VYFRP
FB page or info@rowntreepark.org.uk.
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Next Friends’ meeting: 7pm, Thursday 6th April at the Park café
Discuss news about the park, and our plans for the year. All welcome!
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Birthday Party, July 16th

Membership

This is the biggest annual event that the Friends
organise (last year’s had around 5000 visitors),
and we are urgently seeking help to plan for
this. Please get in touch asap if you can offer a
few days’ effort over the next couple of months.

Membership remains at £5 per household, per
year. Unless you paid for membership in the
last quarter of 2016, or have honorary
membership, your 2017 fee is due now.
Contact Emma Morris 78 Bishopthorpe Road,
YORK YO23 1JS or for bank transfer details
membership@rowntreepark.org.uk
Once you have paid your fee, your membership
card(s) will be left at the cafe, for you to pick up
and use; the 10% discount on food and drink at
the Reading Cafe continues into 2017.

Other activities in 2017
The Friends have agreed to sponsor Sally Stone
and Debra New (Hippystitch) in their very
popular yarn-storming workshops, which will
lead up to another amazing knitted installation
in the park, in time for the Birthday Party in
July. More details: hippystitch.blogspot.co.uk

NB a special offer price of 10 years’ FRP
membership for the price of 8 (£40)!

What’s on in the Park 2017
Very Young Friends’ Easter meet

Thursday 6th April, 10.30

Friends’ meeting (all welcome), at the Cafe

Thurs 6th April, 7pm

Volunteer gardening sessions

Tues 25th April, May 9th, May 23rd

Brilliant Birds Yarnstorming session (at Café)

Fri 5th May, 10-12

(Provisional) York Shakespeare Festival

Mon 15th – Sun 21st May

Friends’ Plant Sale

Saturday May 20th

Children’s trail launch date (workshop dates tbc)

Saturday 27th May

York Bike Belles

Sunday 28th May, 10 - 4

Friends’ meeting (all welcome), at the Café

Thursday 15th June, 7pm

York Canoe Race (based at Millennium Bridge),

Friday 23rd to Sun 25th June

York College Music Showcase

Saturday 24th June, 12 to 5

Much Ado About Nothing

Friday 30th June, 7pm

Friends’ Birthday Party (Summer Fair)

Sunday 16th July 1-4pm

Aspect Opera

Wed 19th – Sat 22nd July, 6pm

Friends’ AGM (all welcome), at the Café

Thursday 19th October, 7pm

The Friends aim to keep the ‘What’s On’ listing on rowntreepark.org.uk up-to-date, as far as possible.
If you wish to publicise an event which is due to take place in the Park, please contact us, using
Facebook, Twitter, our website or email info@rowntreepark.org.uk

