
 
 

June 2017 Newsletter 

Next Friends’ meeting: 7pm, Thursday 15th June at the Park café 

 
Discuss news about the park, and our plans for the year. All welcome! 

W 
e’re delighted that we were 
successful in our bid for funds to 
attract and support increased 
numbers of volunteers in the 

park. The money is from the Council, but 
administered by York CVS, under the Green 
Spaces initiative. It will pay for plants, raised 
beds, signage and the assistance of the experts 
from YUMI, our partners in the project. Together 
we aim to create two distinctive gardens, one a 
sensory garden, and one a child– and picnic-
friendly space. Besides the gardening sessions, 
the Friends and YUMI will be running various 
events in the park, linking ‘gardening for all’ 
with YUMI’s fun and fascinating multicultural 
activities. The project runs for 2 years. Further 
details will emerge: see our newsletters and/or 
follow us on our blog, Facebook or Twitter. 

The Friends’ activities 

The Friends next meeting is on Thursday 15th 
June. All are welcome, to discuss news about the 
park, and plans for our activities. After that, our 
next meeting won’t be until 19th October 
(AGM), but we’ll still be very busy in the park, all 
summer—so come and join in!  

We’re sorry to have to announce that this year’s 

 Birthday Party (aka Summer Fair) is 
cancelled. 

This is due to the fact that 1) we do not have 
enough volunteers to organise it, and 2) we have 
not raised the money needed for several new 

essential items (eg security, portaloos, a PA 
system), which are required on top of the usual 
costs (insurance, printing, licence, publicity etc). 
The huge numbers of people attending last 
year’s Party meant that we clearly need these 
additional volunteers and facilities; without 
them, we cannot run a safe and enjoyable event.  
Huge thanks to Christina Nichols who has 
worked very hard, trying to resolve these issues, 
and to all those who offered their time and 
money, this year. We are sorry for any 
disappointment caused. NB if anyone is 
interested in helping plan for a future Party, 
please do speak up: planning starts in January!  

The volunteer gardeners meet again on June 
20th and July 4th; these are Tuesday mornings, 
meeting below the Cafe  at 9.30. We will be 
running additional gardening dates, to include 
weekend and evening sessions (proposed dates 
for July are the 16th and 24th).  

With the council’s budget cuts, only gardening 
by volunteers can ensure colour and interest in 
the borders. All are welcome, no gardening 
expertise is required. To join the gardening 
mailing list: rosiebbentley2000@yahoo.co.uk. 

On May Bank Holiday, the Friends were joined 
by the GoodGym runners, who planted 100s of 
crocosmia in the borders, as well as pulling 
Himalayan balsam plants, just outside the Park 
gates. Many thanks to all the gardeners (and 
runners) for their efforts. 
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Our plant sale (May 20th) raised £50; thanks to 
Emma for running this. 

The new Children’s trail will be launched on 
June 17th. This has a wildlife theme (King of the 
Birds), and is the work of the local artist, Gerard 
Hobson. Details of this will follow soon. 

This year, the (in)famous Friends’ Easter Egg 
Hunt took the form of a trail, with rhyming 
clues leading about 75 families (about 130 
children) to various locations in the park, with 
Easter eggs as a reward at the end. This worked 
really well and, most importantly, all the 
children got an egg, so no squabbling over who 
had the most!  

The Friends work closely with the council and 
Young Friends of Rowntree Park recently ran 
an online consultation about improvements to 
the play area. 303 parents/carers and children 
took part, and the resultant information has 
been collated and passed onto the council. Many 
thanks to those who contributed; further 
consultation will take place when suggested 
designs are available. 

The Very Young Friends of Rowntree Park 
had a spectacular fairy-themed meeting in half 
term, with around 120 children making peg-doll 
fairies, and finding the (wooden) toadstools and 
special sparkly fairy doors within the woodland 
area. It was particularly lovely to welcome so 
many families into a more natural area of the 
park, one which can be over-looked, in the 

stampede to the play area and/or the Cafe .  

The VYFRP normally meet on the first Thursday 
of the month, at 11.30am. Sessions normally 
comprise a walk, some music, an art/craft 
activity and a bring-your-own picnic. Children 
under 5 are welcome, with their parents/
carers. We meet at the log circle in the woods. 
July’s meet will be about Wildlife (there’ll be no 
August meeting, as everyone will be on 
holiday!) Free for members of the Friends. Get 
in touch via the VYFRP FB page or 
info@rowntreepark.org.uk. Many thanks to 
Christine who organizes the VYFRP regular 
meet-ups, and most of the one-off ‘specials’. 

Other activities in 2017 

Two classes from Knavesmire School had a 
great field trip to the park, looking at mini-
beasts led by VYF with equipment provided by 
Jenny Cairns (CYC). They found all sorts of bugs 
and creepy-crawlies, and even identified newts 
in the wildlife pond. 

The three (Friends-sponsored) yarn-storming 
workshops have now taken place, with dozens 
of knitted, stitched and crocheted birds being 
created. Amongst them, some birds were made 
with giant needles, and others made by 
weaving using a hula hoop. 

 

There’s fairies in those woods! 
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The installation will go up in the park, around 
27th June, and will remain up for several weeks, 
before being sold as individual birds (profits to 
St Leonard’s Hospice).  Thanks to Sally Stone and 
Deborah New for organizing this. More details: 
http://hippystitch.blogspot.co.uk/2017/04/brill
iant-birds-yarnstorm-details.html 

Membership 

Membership remains at £5 per household, per 
year. Contact Emma Morris 78 Bishopthorpe 
Road, YORK YO23 1JS or for bank transfer 
details membership@rowntreepark.org.uk  

Once you have paid your fee, your membership 
card(s) will be left at the cafe , for you to pick 
up; the Friends’ 10% discount on food and 
drink at the Reading Cafe  continues into 2017. 

NB a special offer price of 10 years’ FRP 
membership for the price of 8 (£40)!  

 

 

 

What’s on in the Park 2017 

Friends’ meeting (all welcome), at the Café Thursday 15th June, 7pm 

Launch of Children’s trail Saturday 17th June 

Great Get Together (picnic) Sunday 18th June 

Volunteer gardening sessions Tues 20th June, Tues 4 July, Sun 16th July, Mon 24th July 

Changing Lives' Picnic in the Park  Friday 23rd June 

York College Music Showcase Saturday 24th June, 12 to 5 

Much Ado About Nothing Friday 30th June, 7pm 

Very Young Friends meeting (Wildlife) Thursday 6th July, 11.30 

Stroke Sponsored walk  9th July 

Friends’ Birthday Party CANCELLED  Sunday 16th July  

Aspect Opera Wed 19th – Sat 22nd July, 6pm 

Friends’ AGM (all welcome), at the Café Thursday 19th October, 7pm 

The Friends aim to keep the ‘What’s On’ listing on rowntreepark.org.uk up-to-date, as far as possible. 

If you wish to publicise an event which is due to take place in the Park, please contact us, using 

Facebook, Twitter, our website or email info@rowntreepark.org.uk 

All sorts of birds, 

ready to fly 

down to the 

park Photos: Sally Stone 
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